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Jan. 2017 | Monthly Newsletter of the Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd—Reno, Nevada 

Shepherd’s Voice 

“For a child has been born for us, a son given to us;                     
authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named           
Wonderful Counselor, Strength of God, Eternal           
Protector, Prince of Peace.”                            ~ Isaiah 9:6 



 
Especially if this is your first time at 
Good Shepherd, welcome!  May your 
worship today inspire and empower 
you for Christian discipleship this 
week.  We ask that you provide your 
name, address and phone number in 
the blue Friendship Register at the 
end of the rows.  We promise not to 
pester you. 
 
Child care is available in the nurse-
ry from 8:45am–12:30pm; however 
we welcome and encourage our little 
people to join us for worship!  Please 
reserve the rear seats for parents 
with small children and for latecom-
ers. Activity bags for kids are also 
available in the hallway. 
 
Assisted Listening Devices are 
available for those with difficulty 
hearing.  Please inquire at the Sound 
Booth. 
 
Whether you are here for the first 
time today, or have been here for 
ages, we want to help you navigate 
the information maze here at our 
church.   
 

 
Information Tables in the  
Welcoming Space:   
Here you’ll find a lot of good infor-
mation that we don’t always report 
on in print.  This is also the place to 
look for signup sheets for various 
activities. 
 
Our website is at: 
http://www.goodshepherdreno.org. 
 
Are you on Facebook?   
Become a  fan of "Good Shepherd  
Lutheran,  Reno" and receive regular 
inspiration, updates, and connection 
throughout the week!   

A Reconciling in Christ 
Congregation 
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Cover Story 
During the season of Advent, Good Shepherd worshipers 
added color to the coming of Jesus story.  The posters 
were mounted together and displayed in the Welcoming 
Space Christmas Eve.  
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The Work of Christmas Begins 

When the song of the angels is stilled, 
When the star in the sky is gone, 
When the kings and princes are home, 
When the shepherds are back with their flock, 
The work of Christmas begins: 
To find the lost, 
To heal the broken, 
To feed the hungry, 
To release the prisoner, 
To rebuild the nations, 
To bring peace among people, 
To make music in the heart.   

 
---Howard Thurman (1899 – April 10, 1981) 

 
Howard Thurman was an influential American author, 
philosopher, theologian, educator and civil rights leader. 
He was Dean of Chapel at Howard University and Boston 
University for more than two decades, wrote 21 books, 
and in 1944 helped found a multicultural church. He was 
a mentor of Martin Luther King. 

http://www.goodshepherdreno.org
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 A Message from Pr. Amy Lindeman Allen 

 
 

“
1
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven 

and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no 
more. 

2
And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down 

out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her hus-
band. 

3
And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 
 "See, the home of God is among mortals. 

 He will dwell with them; 
 they will be his peoples, 

 and God himself will be with them; 
 
4
he will wipe every tear from their eyes. 

 Death will be no more; 
 mourning and crying and pain will be no more, 

 for the first things have passed away." 

 
5
And the one who was seated on the throne said, "See, I am making all things new." Also he said, 

"Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true."  (Rev 21:1-5a) 
 
John’s vision wasn’t about a new calendar year, but sometimes it seems as if our expectations aren’t 
that far removed. For the past week (and more) my social media feed has been filled with tweets and 
statuses and memes wishing good riddance to 2016 in none too ceremonious of form.  
 
Despite the many good things that the past year has brought, 2016 (like any other year), has also been 
a year of loss, heartache, disappointment, and fear. We are ready for a new heaven and a new earth! 
We are ready for all things to be made new! 
 
While a new calendar year may be a convenient time to think about these realities, the truth is that our 
yearning—our need at times for renewal and new birth is all a part of the human condition. It’s a part of 
what it means to live in the now and not yet of God’s Kingdom. 
 
“See, I am making all things new,” the one seated on the throne promises. This isn’t a maybe someday 
future promise. It’s an observation about the real lived present after Christ. In this vision, God com-
mands John to stop worrying and wondering and to look around! To see God’s new creation already at 
work in his world. And, through these words recorded in Scripture, God is commanding us to do the 
same. 
 
Stop! Look! See the new birth that is happening all around you!  
 
There is much in our world to lament and resist, but there is also much to celebrate and much to be 
hopeful for. This new year, as we move from the celebration of Christ’s incarnation among us, let us 
heed the one on the throne—let us notice the new things that God is doing in the midst of us. And let us 
be a part of that incarnational presence—God’s work, our hands—making all things new! 
 
Yours in Christ,  
 
Pr. Amy  
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Kids’ Community and Youth Groups! 

 By Shaun O’Reilly 
Director of Faith Formation 

Invitation to Adult  
Bible Classes 

 

Tuesdays | Noon  
Join this Bible class led by the up-
coming Sunday’s preaching pastor 
at noon on Tuesdays in the Ministry 
Center.  Feel free to bring your 
lunch.  The coffee’s on us.   
 
Thursdays | 3pm  
Here is another opportunity to study 
God’s Word with this self-led group.  
Join us on Thursdays at 3pm in the 
Ministry Center.  All are welcome!   

 
Beginning on January 8

th
, Pr. Amy Allen will begin leading this 10am adult 

group through an interesting, 7-week ELCA study: 
 
Faith, Sexism, Justice: Conversations Toward a Social Statement 
The ELCA Task Force on Women and Justice: One in Christ invites you to join 
a growing conversation and to add your input. After receiving feedback from 
more than 100 Listening Events and hearing from several dozen specialists, 
the task force has written the study “Faith, Sexism, Justice: Conversations To-
ward a Social Statement” as a way to invite broad engagement with the ques-
tions and issues. 
 
Make plans to join this important group conversation on Sundays at 10am in 
January and February. (Group meets downstairs in Luther Hall).   

Kids’ Community: 
As of Sunday, January 8

th
, we are back! Join us, Sundays, 

9:55am—10:55am. 
 

 

Baptismal Journey 
for kids, parents, godparents and sponsors 

Sunday, January 15, 5pm-7pm 

 

This program is intended to support families of Good Shep-
herd––most specifically young families.  Its purpose comes 
directly from the promises parents and sponsors make at 
baptism: to nurture and support the faith life of the young 
ones.  We care deeply about the faith formation of young 
families, and we find the mystery and celebration and prom-
ise of Baptism to be a theme worth rallying around!  In our 
fast-paced and demanding world, it can sometimes be diffi-
cult to know how to teach our children about God, faith and 
spirituality.  Baptismal Journey gatherings are an intentional 
time to explore this together. 

 

We are meeting on Sunday night, January 15
th
, from 5pm-

7pm.  Dinner is provided, so RSVP to Shaun and send any 
questions along too. 
 

Confirmation: 
We are back on Sundays, beginning January 8

th
. Confir-

mation Parent night (with at least one parent or guardian) 
is Wednesday night, February 8

th
 from 6-7:30pm.  Make 

sure to be there! 

 

High School Retreat to 
Mount Cross / Santa Cruz  

February 24—26 
Time to go and gather with students from across our syn-
od (northern CA and northern NV) at Mt. Cross February 
24

th—
26th (Friday to Sunday).  Brooke Meredith and Na-

than Hickox-Young have been part of the planning, and 
this retreat will be great! It’s also a time to go and “run” 
for office if YOU would like to be part of the Sierra Pacific 
Synod Youth Committee. The price rises for this retreat 
on January 31

st
. So, let’s decide if you’re going and 

let’s get the registrations in by Sunday, January 
29

th
.  The cost of the retreat is $120 (the youth fund is 

helping you out to make it this price) for the weekend. 
There are scholarships available too. Don't let money 
keep you from it, just contact Shaun.  This is worth it!  

For more information about Faith Formation, contact Shaun O’Reilly at 
shaun@goodshepherdreno.org. 

mailto:shaun@goodshepherdreno.org
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Hearts & Hands Quilters 
Mon., January 9 & 16, 9am-1pm 

in Shepherd Hall 
As the group gets ready to celebrate 20 years of quilt 
making, they welcome and encourage new members to 
come spend a morning cutting fabric, tying knots and en-
joying the fellowship of this fun group - no quilting experi-
ence required!   

 

 

Rebekah Circle  
Wed., January 11, 1pm 

For more information, contact Barbara Reese at (775) 
677-4030 or bkreese@outlook.com. 
 

Movie Group 
Tuesday, January 17 

Time and Movie to be Determined 
The Movie Group will be meeting on Tuesday,  January 
17.  Group leader Linda Robb will look for a movie the 
week before and will put the title and time in the January 
15 What’s Happening at church.  There are some great 
award contenders out now, so the group should be able 
to find a good one. For more information, call Linda at 
825-0395 or email lrlharmony@sbcglobal.net.    
 

OWLS Dinner 
Wednesday, January 18, 5pm 

Place to be Determined 
For more information, contact Linda Fearnley at  
lfearnley209@gmail.com or (203) 767-8717. 

 

Women’s Coffee Club 
Friday, January 20, 9:15am 

The Coffee Club will meet at The Coffee Bar at 682 Mt. 
Rose Street.  This was our first coffee meeting spot in 
January 2016 so it feels like the perfect spot to kick off 
the New Year! 
 

2017 Ministry Fair! 
Sunday, January 22, 10-11am, Shepherd Hall 
Join us Sunday, January 22 from 10-11am for a Ministry 
Fair! Representatives from many of our ministry and fel-
lowship teams will be available to answer questions and 
share information. There will also be opportunities to sign 
up and become more involved with your church. Whether 
you're new to Good Shepherd or have been around 
awhile, this is an excellent opportunity both to connect 
with other ministries and to learn more about the many 
diverse ways we're active together both as a community 
and in our community!  

The Good Shepherd’s 
Clothes Closet needs adult 
volunteers to help hand out 
clothing to needy people, 
sort and hang clothes and 
keep the racks filled. The 

ideal volunteer would be there any amount of time from 
10:30am - 3:00pm any day Monday through Friday. Call 
Ted at 348-0605. They will work out a schedule 
that works for you. Please consider helping in 
this mission. You will be so rewarded with happy 
smiles as folks get new free clothes! 

Tables (and tables, and tables) of Grace! 
Sign Up by January 22 

The new year is a great time to meet some new peo-
ple!  Tables of Grace are fellowship groups that convene 
once a month in the participants’ homes.  Four house-
holds are brought together to share a potluck meal and 
spend time getting to know one another through games or 
conversation.  If you are interested in participating in the 
February—June cycle, then please see the signup sheet 
on the Welcome table.   

Pictorial Directory Arriving Soon!   
The final proof has been submitted and we are 
weeks away from receiving our new directories!   

mailto:bkreese@outlook.com
mailto:lrlharmony@sbcglobal.net
mailto:lfearnley209@gmail.com


Advent at Good Shepherd 

Coloring during  
Advent 

Holden Evening Prayer 

“Decking the Halls” 

Kids’ Community Teachers 

Family Advent  Candle Lighting 



“Star of Wonder” Children’s Advent Play 

Christmas Eve 2016 
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by Lynnae Hornbarger 

It’s that time of year when we ring in the New Year, but it’s 
apparent that we have stopped respecting the Old Year.  By 
mid-December all we hear is “I can’t wait for this year to be 
over.”  “2017 has got to be better than 2016.”  “Eagerly wait-
ing to see 2016’s tail lights in my rear view mirror.”  And it re-
ally ramps up between the joy of Christmas and the count-
down to the New Year.  If you are on Facebook, you know 
exactly what I mean. 
 
I think it must be because we are tired.  We are over-
shopped, over-spent, over-celebrated and just plain tired.  
Add to that the over-eating and the pounds that remain after 
all that wonderful food.  Plus we are expected to be super 
cheerful during the holiday season.  After all, we are celebrat-
ing the Savior’s birth.  It’s exhausting.  It’s also easier to focus 
on what is wrong and not what is great when you are exhaust-
ed. 
 
Maybe the week between Christmas and New Year’s is the 
time to stop and reflect on the blessings of the previous year.  
No the old year won’t appear perfect – illness, death, money 
worries, too much contention in everything.  But what did go 
right with your 2016?   
 
There were the new babies.  In our family, we had the first 
baby boy in 47 years.  What a treat (and dilemma) buying 
gifts for a boy after that many years of all girls.  Our congrega-
tion saw several new babies this year – every one a blessing. 
 
My granddaughters are beautiful – looks and spirit both.  Now 
they are miracles.  And I’m sure as you look at your children 
and grandchildren, you feel the same way.   
 
The Cubs won (albeit without fan extraordinaire Lynn Brosy.) I 
myself had given up hope that it would ever happen in my 
lifetime.  Right there in the hometown of the ELCA - a base-
ball miracle. 
 
Good Shepherd survived the longest time ever without a new 
pastor.  But our Good Lord saw to it that we were well cared 
for this year by sending us Pastor Rick and Pastor Scott.  
Then at last, we are whole with not one, but two pastors to 
shepherd us into this new year.  Certainly a blessing. 
 
Was this the perfect year?  Not even close.  We said goodbye 
to beloved friends, family and even Pastor Jim.  I’m annoyed 
at health problems (darn right foot.)  But the best thing about 
2016?  As I stand on the brink of another year, I’m still stand-
ing.  And those of you reading this are here to usher in 2017 
are too.  This is the blessing of a new year.  We can look back 
at the previous one – good, bad or some of both, and thank 
God for giving us that year and the opportunity to experience 
another one.  Happy New Year to all.  

Children’s 
Mitten  

Collection 
Thank you to   
everyone who 
donated children’s 
mittens for the 
Community Health 
Alliance (CHA) 
mitten drive in 
December!  The 
mittens were very 
much appreciated 
by many children 
in our area. 

A New Year’s Prayer 
 

Silently the sands of time 
have drifted down the glass; 

leaving memories as they pass. 
 

Help us, Lord, to start anew 
and face the future without fear 

in this turning of the year. 
 

 ~ Elizabeth Lenz 
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We ask for your prayers for  
the following members: 

 

 

 Our 2016-17 College Students 

 Our members struggling with health issues:  Jeanette 
Jones, Don Myrabo, Mary Hettinger, Peggy Von Bargen, 
Shirley Ericson, Alyssa O’Hair, and Jessie Wallace.  

 Our homebound members:  Nancy Boxill, Terry Journey, 
Marilyn McHugh, Gene Montrose, Margaret Smith, and  
Betty Storm 

 Our members in hospice:  Lois Larsen 

After collecting 82 pledges from members and friends of Lutheran 
Church of the Good Shepherd, it was announced at year end that 
$488,095.00 was pledged for the three-year campaign. 
 
“We are extremely thankful for the generosity and support of our 
members,” said campaign co-chair Linda Smith.  “This assures that 
over the next three years we will be able to meet our monthly mort-
gage payment of $9,450.00, complete the capital projects that were 
proposed and make some headway on reducing our loan balance.” 
 

The “Heritage & Hope” campaign is the fourth major fund drive since 2004 which allowed the current church building to 
be constructed in 2011 and dedicated in 2012.  The “Growing to Serve” campaign, which kicked off in 2004, raised 
$1,500,000.00 and provided the foundation to move forward with construction in 2011.  In 2010 the “Building Together” 
campaign pledged $700,000.00 followed by the 2013 “Continuing Our Journey Together” campaign that received 
$535,000.00 in pledges. 
 
Larry Beermann, campaign co-chair expressed surprise that only 82 families participated in the “Heritage & Hope” cam-
paign.  “I had a personal goal of getting a wider response, especially given the fact that 114 families had participated in 
the last campaign.  Nonetheless, I am extremely pleased at the generosity of our faithful members.”  He optimistically 
noted that members who did not make a three-year commitment can still decide to contribute to this effort by making a 
new pledge or making a contribution during the next three years. 
 
The New Building Finance Team administers the distribution of the funds collected.  Their first priority is to meet the 
monthly payments and then determine the priority for distributing remaining funds.  “It is my hope that the first priority for 
capital projects will be to replace and repurpose the video screens over the audio video booth, thereby removing the 
thick screen frames that block some of the messages,” said Beermann.  “I know many members have expressed frustra-
tion at not being able to read the printed messages that are obscured by that thick black frame.  We have a cost estimate 
of $27,500.00 for replacement equipment that will reduce or eliminate that problem.  This includes reusing the existing 
four video screens with one mounted in the Welcoming Space, one mounted in the Nursery, and the remaining two 
mounted in Shepherd Hall.” 
 
Other capital projects identified in this campaign included replacing the roofing materials on Shepherd Hall, installing an 
eyelevel monument sign at the corner of California Avenue and Clay Street, replacing the carpet in the Ministry Center 
and upgrading the audio video system in Shepherd Hall. 
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2nd Mile Giving—Sunday, January 15 
Benefits Rwanda Companion Parish 

 

Every month on the third Sunday we take a special  offer-
ing called the “2nd Mile Offering” which is over and above 
the regular offerings received.  Each month we focus on a 
different ministry in our Synod.  

 

The January 15 offering will be distributed as follows:  

  1/3  to Rwanda Companion Parish 

  1/3  to serve poor people locally (Project Lazarus)   

  1/3  to serve poor people worldwide  
 (ELCA Hunger Appeal)   

Next VOICE Deadline 
Would you like to submit an article, essay, 
poem, picture, save the date, event, or sto-
ry for the February Voice?  Send your items 
by January 20 to Maribeth Doerr at       
maribeth@goodshepherdreno.org.   

December 2016 Financial Report 
 

General  Operating Fund:   

DEC. Income:      $   66,518.05 

DEC. Expense:                     $   54,164.72 

DEC. Income/Expense:  $   12,353.33 

Year-to-date Income:                  $ 493,731.20 

Year-to-date Expenses:    $ 504,511.24 

 

Income/Expense Year-to-Date: $( -10,780.04) 

DEC. 31, 2015  Gen. Checking Bal.  $    33,391.73 

DEC. 31, 2016 Gen. Checking Bal.  $    22,611.69 

 

Other Accounts:    

Project Lazarus     $        894.34 

Youth Fund    $     3,082.28 

Columbarium Fund     $   16,789.28 

Memorial Fund    $     4,266.16 

Building Funds (all)     $   94,781.21 

Mortgage Balance     $ 741,532.82 

 

Questions or Concerns?  Contact:  
Deanna Gaunt, Director of Finance:  

 deanna2@goodshepherdreno.org 
Marijo Rosevear, Financial Secretary:   
 financial@goodshepherdreno.org 
Lou Mendes, Governing Board Treasurer:   

 lounkaren@aol.com   

Communicating Your Ministry 

 

 

If you are a Ministry Team leader, it’s important to keep the 
congregation aware of the activities of your team.  Here are 
the means and deadlines that you need to know to “get the 
word out.” 
 
Sunday Bulletin:  What’s Happening 
Announcements need to be submitted by 9am Wednesday 
morning for Sunday publication. 
 
Church Newsletter:  Shepherd’s Voice 
Deadlines vary for the Voice so check with the office for 
deadlines.  The deadline for the February Voice is January 
20 at noon. 
 
Friday Email Blast:   
Announcements for the Friday blast need to be submitted by 
Thursday afternoon. 
 
Send all items to Maribeth Doerr, Shepherd’s Voice editor at 
maribeth@goodshepherdreno.org or call 329-0696.   

Notary Public Service  
Available at Good Shepherd 

Office Coordinator Maribeth Doerr is a No-
tary Public.  If you need documents nota-
rized, call the office to schedule an appoint-
ment with Maribeth.  She’ll be happy to 
notarize your documents free (with proper 
identification of course!).       

Shared Harvest Assembly  

January 22, 1pm 

at St. Luke’s Lutheran Church 

 

Shared Harvest is a joint ministry of several local Luther-
an churches who bring food once a month to working-
poor families.  They deliver up to 82 bags of groceries 
each month.  Bag assembly is at 1pm, January 22, at St. 
Luke’s Lutheran Church. 

 

Our shopping list for January: 

 Peanut butter (We need 41 jars.) 

 Chili (We need 41 cans.) 

 Canned vegetables (We need 82 cans.) 

 Toothpaste (We need as many as possible.) 

 Toothbrushes (We need as many as possible.) 
 

Call or text Jane Knipmeyer at 762-0940 
if you can assist. 

mailto:maribeth@goodshepherdreno.org
mailto:deanna2@goodshepherdreno.org
mailto:financial@goodshepherdreno.org
mailto:loukaren@aol.com
mailto:maribeth@goodshepherdreno.org


Photos  

 

We are enjoying the ability to have 
color photos in our publications 
and to be able to take candid shots 
of our ministry in action.  If you do 
NOT want your photo included in 
any of these publications, please 
alert the photographer/staff and let 
them know.  Otherwise, you may 
see your face in print!     

 ~ Deanna Gaunt 

 

You Are Welcome Here 
 

Welcome to long-time Lutherans, Christians from every tradition, and people new 
to the faith. 

 

Welcome to all who have no church home, want to follow Jesus, have doubts, or 
do not believe. 

 

Welcome to new visitors and old friends. 

 

Welcome especially to all who have ever been made to feel unwelcome by the 
church.   

 

Welcome to people of every age and size, color and culture, marital status, ability 
and challenge, sexual orientation and gender identity.  We want to be clear that 

we welcome lesbian, gay, bi-sexual, and transgender persons to participate in the 
life of the congregation. 

 

Welcome to believers, questioners, and questioning believers.  This is a place 
where you are welcome to celebrate  
and grieve, to rejoice and recover.   

 

No matter who you are or where you are on life's journey, you are welcome here.   

 

This is a place where lives are made new. 

 

Come and see! 

A Reconciling in Christ 
Congregation 

Where to Park 

 
 

On Sundays and Weekdays after 5pm: 

 Good Shepherd Parking Lot (behind church) 
 including 2 handicap spots & 4 Senior spots 

 527 California (Geoffrey Giles, Attorney) 

 490 California (Wells Fargo Bank lot) 

 505 S. Arlington (West of Professional Building) 

 299 S. Arlington (Washoe Legal Services) 

 Parking lot between 522 & 530 California 
 

On-the-street parking any day: 

 California Ave., Arlington Ave., Nixon St. 

 Ridge St. EAST of Clay St. 
 

City of Reno requires that we NEVER park on: 

 Lee or Ridge St. WEST of Clay St. 

Church Office Hours  
The church office (Ministry Center) 
is located next to the church at 357 
Clay Street.  Office hours are Mon-
day through Thursday, 9am to 5pm 
and Friday, 9am to 4pm.   

775-329-0696 
Fax:  775-329-0703 

Email:  
staff@goodshepherdreno.org 

GoodShepherdReno.org 

PASTORS 
 
 

Pr. J. Erik Allen 
Co-Lead Pastor 

PrErik@goodshepherdreno.org 

 
Pr. Amy Lindeman Allen 

Co-Lead Pastor 
PrAmy@goodshepherdreno.org 

 
Maribeth Doerr 

Pastoral Care Coordinator 
maribeth@goodshepherdreno.org 

 
 
 

 

FAITH FORMATION 

 

 

Shaun O’Reilly 
Director 

shaun@goodshepherdreno.org 

 
Rhea Agpaoa 

Student Ministry Coordinator 

 

 
 
 

 
 

WORSHIP & MUSIC 
 
 

Deanna Gaunt 
Director 

deanna2@goodshepherdreno.org 

 
Andrea Lenz 

Organist 
 

Jennie Tibben 
Choir Director 

 
Iris Maytan 

Organist Emeritus 

 
 
 

 
 
 

OFFICE 
 

Deanna Gaunt 
Director 

deanna2@goodshepherdreno.org 

 
Maribeth Doerr 

Coordinator 
maribeth@goodshepherdreno.org 

 
Marijo Rosevear 

Financial Secretary 
financial@goodshepherdreno.org 

 

Elizabeth (Dolly) Keller 
Events Coordinator 

mailto:staff@goodshepherdreno.org
http://www.goodshepherdreno.org/
mailto:PrErik@goodshepherdreno.org
mailto:PrAmy@goodshepherdreno.org
mailto:maribeth@goodshepherdreno.org
mailto:shaun@goodshepherdreno.org
mailto:Deanna2@goodshepherdreno.org
mailto:Deanna2@goodshepherdreno.org
mailto:Deanna2@goodshepherdreno.org
mailto:maribeth@goodshepherdreno.org
mailto:financial@goodshepherdreno.org


 






